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G. S. Giri*, S. K. Das* & M. P. Nayar* : A new species of 

Maesa Forsk. (Myrsinaceae) from Arunachal Pradesh, India 

G. S. ¥ y * • S. K. j?"a* • M. P. j--y -A'*: iv 
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Maesa arunachalensis Giri, Das & Nayar, sp. nov. 

Affinis M. rugosae, sed folius majoribus oblongis, margine integre, ad basin 
inequilateralibus, venis inconspicuis, inflorescentis laxe ramosis, petalo 
longioribus, dense floribus differt. 

Trees, 15-20 m tall. Branches more or less terete, striated, profusely lenti- 
cellate, glabrous, bark thin, dark brown. Leaves usually alternate, sometimes 
the upper leaves spirally arranged, petiolate; petioles robust, deeply channelled, 
longitudinally striate, 2.0-3.5cm long, glabrous; lamina oblong, (15-)20-30(-33) 
X (3.5-)5.0-10.0(-11.5) cm, thick coriaceous, rugose, shiny; base subrounded, 
inequilateral; apex acuminate; margin entire, recurved; midrib and lateral 
nerves obscure on upper surfaces, raised and much prominent beneath, midrib 
often longitudinally striate, lateral nerves 22-30 on each side of midrib; oblique, 
inarched near the margin, usually forked towards apex and each forking ends 
into a prominent marginal gland, ultimate reticulations obscure. Inflorescences 
laxly branched, axillary or terminal panicle; panicles 5-15 cm long, always 
longer than the subtending petioles and often half or more the length of lamina, 
glabrous, reddish or dark brown, striate. Flowers dense, in the form of “piper 
spike”, 5-merous, bracteate, bracteolate; bracts subulate, triangular-acuminate, 
0.5-1.5 mm long, glabrous, very finely fringed at margin; bracteoles 2, remain 
pressed below the base of flowers, ovate-acuminate, 0.5-1.0 mm long, glabrous, 
finely fringed at margin; pedicels very short, 0.5-1.0mm long, glabrous, often 
subsessile and shorter than subtending bracts. Calyx 5-lobed, lobes slightly 
joined at base, ovate-acute, 0.75-1.0x0.5 mm, imbricate, glabrous, finely longi¬ 
tudinally glandular striate particularly on crest, often hyaline and finely ciliate 
at margin. Corolla whitish, 5-lobed, lobes joined near the base, broadly ovate, 
1.0-1.25x0.75-1.0 mm, apex obtuse or rounded, fleshy, glabrous, very faintly 
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glandular striate, margin hyaline, subentire or crenulate-undulate; stamens 5, 
opposite to the corolla lobes and attached at base of corolla tube; filaments 
very short, 0.25 mm long, glabrous; anthers oblong, distinctly bilobed, 0.5 mm 
long, dorsifixed. Ovary semi-inferior, globose, free, upper part glabrous. Style 
robust, 0.25mm long, glabrous; stigma inconspicuously lobed. Fruit not seen. 

FIs.: January. 

Type. On the way from Laa to Muri, Upper Subansiri, Arunachal Pradesh, 
900 m, 10.1. 1987, S. K. Das 3086A (Holotype in CAL). Isotypes. S. K. Das 
3086B (CAL) ; S. K. Das 3086C and 3086D (AFS). 

The new species is closely allied to Maesa rugosa C. B. Clarke, but can be 
easily distinguished by large, oblong, entire leaves with inequilateral base, 
reticulations not prominent; inflorescence laxly branched, much longer than 
petioles, densely flowered; corolla tube less than 1/4 length of corolla lobes. 
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